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Furness Railway Wagon Co. 

Midland Railway/LMS 6ton  

1904 Loco Bunker Coal Wagon   
Wheels, paint and transfers required to complete. 

 

Please note that to aid the folding of the various parts score all the 

halfetched foldlines that are to be folded.   

 

The Parts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wagon Construction. 
1. Clean up the wagon chassis (part 1) buy removing any excess 

material. Drill out the 

holes, both ends, for the 

buffers, coupling hooks 

and end stops as shown. 
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Part 14 

 

 

Part 17 

Drill here 
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2. Next, assemble the links (part 2) on to the coupling hook (part 3) 

and push through the slot. Now push the spring (part 4) over the 

back of the back of the coupling hook and bend the tags over to 

secure the spring in place. Then fix the four buffers (part 5) into 

the cast buffer plates (part 6) 

and then into the holes in the 

buffer beam using two part 

epoxy as shown. Repeat for the 

other end. 

 

3. Glue the brake gear 

casting (part 7) on to 

one side of the wagon 

only as shown. 

 

 

4. Assemble a wheel set, 2 x W-iron’s (part 

8),  2 x bearing’s and 1 x wheel/axle unit, 

do not glue the bearings into the W-irons 

at this stage. Again using two part epoxy 

resin, glue the assembled wheel set onto 

the sole-bars so that they are square 

and line up with the rivets as shown 

below.  
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5. Repeat for the other wheel set. Use a straight edge across the 

back of the wheels to 

aid getting these 

parallel and square to 

the chassis. 

 

 

6. Glue the outside V-hanger (part 

9), into position on the sole-bar 

and to the spigot of the brake 

gear casting.  

 

7. Next fix the brake lever and 

ratchet casting (part 10) to the 

sole-bar and to the out side V-

hanger as shown below. 

 

8. Next fix the four end stops (part 

11) to the buffer beam. 

 

 

 

9. Cut floor (part 12) to fit and 

glue into position.  
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Bunker Box Construction. 

1. Glue the paper templates to plastikard strip (part 17). Then cut out 

four pieces of plastic these will for the bases of your four bunker 

boxes. 

2. Next drill two holes, 0.7mm Dia, 

in the long side casting that has 

two dimples in (part 13). 

 

3. Next glue a long side to one of the long bunker box sides (either 

part 13 or 14). Continue to build up the box using the other long 

side and the shorter end pieces (part15) as shown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note the 

notches cut 

in the 

corners of 

the floor and 

the ledge on 

the castings 

to sit the 

floor on. 
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4. Next glue the to bunker box 

spacers (part 16) to the side of 

the box with the holes in as 

shown. 

 

 

 

5. Finally paint the model in the livery of your choice.  
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History of the Wagon 

In 1904 the Midland Railway company opened its docks at Heysham, near 

Lancaster, transferring all its steamer services from Barrow-in-Furness 

to its new dock. In order to coal the ships berthing at the new dock the 

railway company built a number of bunker coal wagons for this purpose.  

The wagons were ordered from the company’s own wagon works at Derby 

and were probably cut down D299 8t coal wagons. Between 1904 and the 

early 1930’s these wagons were solely used for the transportation of 

bunker coal to Heysham and would have worked as block trains. In the mid 

1930’s the steamers that used the port of Heysham were gradually 

converted to fuel oil so other work had to be found for these wagons. The 

wagons were transferred to carrying road stone from the limestone 

quarries at Embsay, now on the Yorkshire Dales Railway, and Rylstone, on 

the Grassington branch.   

There are no recorded numbers for these wagons. Most of the wagons 

were absorbed into the LMS. It is possible that some of these wagons 

managed to last into early British Railways. In Midland Railway days the 

wagons would have been painted firstly light grey but they would have 

been repainted with midland smudge which can not be defined as it was 

made up on the day. The wagons would however not been grey for very 

long as they would have become stained black from the coal dust or white 

from the limestone. The wagons would have also been painted grey from 

1923 to 1935 and then painted bauxite from 1936 to 1948. In British 

Railways days, the wagons would have reverted to a shade of grey.  
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Midland Railway 

Livery Circ 1904 

LMS early Livery 

Circ 1923-33 

LMS Later Livery 

Circ 1933-47 
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Furness Railway Wagon Co. 

Midland Railway/LMS 8ton  

Bunker Coal Wagon   

 

1. Construction Manual, 

2. One wagon chassis casting (resin), 

3. One brake gear casting, 

4. One brake lever casting, 

5. Four W-iron/axle box castings, 

6. Four buffer plate casting, 

7. One etched ‘V’ Hanger,  

8. Four buffer assemblies, 

9. Two coupling hook springs, 

10. Six coupling hook links, 

11. Two coupling hooks, 

12. Eight bunker box ends, 

13. Eight bunker box sides, 

14. Eight bunker box spacers, 

15. Four Bunker end stops, 

16. Plastic sheet (planking), 

17. Plastic sheet (plain). 

 

We recommend Haywood Railway 3’1” split spoke 

wheels.  

Transfers are available from POWSides, Slater’s or on 

the HMRS LMS pre-grouping sheet.       
 


